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In Shizuoka prefecture, Japan, farmers traditionally cover furrows in
green-tea fields with grass (mainly Miscanthus sinensis and Pleioblastus chino) in the autumn and
winter seasons. The semi natural grasslands from where this grass is collected are called Chagusaba.

This fact is interesting because, in Japan, the area covered by semi-natural grassland is
decreasing, and some natural plants found in semi-natural grasslands are now endangered. In
contrast, Chagusaba provide an important habitat for natural plant species of semi-natural
grasslands. In this study, we found that differences in site environment and management methods have

a significant impact on biodiversity. Based on our results, we have proposed an i1deal way of
maintenance and management of Chagusaba in order to preserve its biodiversity for the future. These
results were evaluated and adopted as an excellent example of coexistence with nature in elementary
school textbook published nationwide.
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