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Private and informal green space as green infrastructure: towards participatory
maintenance policies

Furuya, Katsunori
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How can existing urban green spaces (including vacant lots) be used to their
full potential? In Japan, public investment has led to progress in this matter for green spaces on
public land, but for those on private land progress remains limited. This research gathered and
analyzed basic data required for using existing public and private green spaces in cities. Results
confirmed the importance of publicly maintained green space, while showing that for residents, local
private green spaces are easy to use because they are located nearby. Finally, it should be
emphasized that private green spaces and vacant lots play a complimentary role in cities with many
constraints.
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