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Study of the function and formation of sexually dimorphic nucleus

Tsukahara, Shinji

3,700,000

Nucleus exhibiting morphological sex differences are called sexual dimorphic
nucleus. Physiological functions and formation mechanisms of sexually dimorphic nuclei are being
studied for a long time; however, they have not yet been understood completely. The current study
using rodent models showed that the sexually dimorphic nucleus of the preoptic area is involved in
the control of sexual behavior. It was also found that testicular androgens and ovarian estrogens
during the puberty play an important role in the formation of sexually dimorphic nuclei.
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