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Establishing a governance system for residual biospecimens and health
information based on trust through value sharing with the public

Sato], Keiko
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The purpose of this study is to propose a governance system for the use of

residual biospecimens and health information obtained for treatment purposes. To this end, we
examined measures for the governance of biospecimens and information in medical institutions by
surveying the opinions of patients and citizens and comparing the strategies in other countries.

Most of the patients and citizens were generally supportive of using biospecimens and information
for research, but they also mentioned that researchers must conduct meaningful research, create and
follow rules. Therefore, anonymization alone is not enough; it is essential to inform patients and
citizens about how the samples and information are used and to obtain their consent (societal
consent). It was shown that citizens do not unconditionally trust researchers, that trust can be
gained when researchers build autonomous governance systems.
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