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Development of drug therapy via the dopaminergic nervous system for chronic pain
with ADHD and elucidation of its brain mechanism
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A high prevalence of ADHD has been reported to be associated with
fibromyalgia and chronic fatigue syndrome. This study investigated the prevalence of coexisting
diagnosis of ADHD in patients with chronic pain (such as low back pain) referred to a psychiatrist
in the pain clinic, and ADHD was diagnosed in 72.5%. When ADHD medications are administered for
chronic pain coexisting with ADHD, ADHD symptom and pain symptom are improved in parallel, and
improvement in blood flow mainly in frontal lobe region is also observed in brain SPECT evaluated
before and after treatment. It was shown that drug therapy for chronic pain via neural mechanisms
different from conventional treatment may be possible in the future.
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