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In Japan, the classification of Sarcocystis species found in sika deer has
been unclear. The present study has provided molecular and morphological evidence for the presence
of seven Sarcocystis spp., including three new species, in sika deer in Japan, that is, S. japonica
n. sp., S. cf. tarandi, S. matsuoae n. sp., S. pilosa, S. gjerdei n. sp., S.cf. taeniata and S
ovalis. Multiplex PCR and real-time PCR assays capable of identifying the seven species found in
this study has been developed and might become useful in future studies aimed at identifying the
causative species in Sarcocystis related food poisoning or the definitive hosts of these species.
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