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Previously, 1 reported that VAMP7, a member of SNARE proteins that mediate
membrane fusions, is involved in autophagosome formation and degradation of dysfunctional
mitochondria in pancreatic beta-cells. However, the role of VAMP7 in autophagosome formation was
unclear. In this study, I found that VAMP7 regulates autophagosome formation by supporting Atg9a, a

protein essential for autophagosome formation. |1 also found that mitophagy (selective degradation
of mitochondria by autophagy) was facilitated in pancreatic beta-cells of diabetic model mice,
suggesting a possibility that maintenance of mitochndrial homeostasis by mitophagy would play a
critical role in pathogenesis of type 2 diabetes mellitus.
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