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Human cytomegalovirus (HCMV) UL42 is a C-terminal anchored membrane protein
which interacts with the Nedd4 family ltch at the N-terminal cytoplasmic domain. Although UL42 was
thought to be a unique gene of HCMV, we identified the molecules having the same function in other
herpesviruses. The expression of UL42 induced the phosphorylation of c-Jun, a transcriptional
factor and JNK. On the other hand, c-Jun phosphorylation was not significantly changed in
fibroblasts infected with UL42 deficient HCMV, suggesting that the other HCMV genes was important to

c-Jun phosphorylation.
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