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This collaborative basic and clinical study examined whether the therapeutic
effects of serotonin and noradrenaline reuptake inhibitors (SNRIs) for chronic pain are related to
the expression level of serotonin reuptake site (SERT) proteins in peripheral blood and their
ubiquitination or to plasma serotonin and cytokine levels. The study subjects were 1) patients with

painful disorders and 2) sciatic nerve partially ligated (PSNL) mice, an animal model of chronic
pain.
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