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Evaluating the involvement of Lewy body disease in geriatric psychiatry
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Fifty-two elderly inpatients with depression were included in this study.
The Hamilton Depression Rating Scale (HDRS) was administered at admission, and 1231-MIBG cardiac
scintigraphy was performed. Of 52 patients, 38 had normal and 14 had reduced MIBG uptake. Mean HDRS
composite scores of * somatic and psychic anxiety (Marcos)’ and ‘ somatic anxiety/somatization
factor (Pancheri)’ were higher in the low uptake group than in the normal uptake group. Correlation
analyses of the late phase heart-to-mediastinum (H/M) ratio on the MIBG test and each item of the
HDRS revealed that the H/M ratio was significantly correlated with scores of ‘ agitation’ ,
anxietysomatic’ , and ‘' retardation’ on the HDRS.
In another study, we attempted to evaluate the competency for amnestic MCI (aMCl) patients (n=
40) to make a medical choice. Not a few patients with aMCl (n= 12) were judged by a team conference
to have no competency to consent to therapy even in a relatively simple and easy case.
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