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In this stud¥, we identified distinct subsets of human innate lymphoid cells
(ILCs) in normal colonic mucosa, colorectal cancer (CRC), and colonic mucosa of ulcerative colitis
(UC) by isolating lymphocytes from surgically resected specimens. NKp44+ ILC3s, which were abundant
in normal colonic mucosa compared to other ILC subsets, were associated with formation of tertiary
lymphoid structures (TLSs) and induction of subsequent anti-tumor immunity in CRC. Although we could
not conduct enough analysis due to the rarity of disease, ILC3s derived from colonic mucosa of
patients with UC expressed significantly high level of IL-22. This result suggests that
1L22-producing-1LC3s might contribute to the tumor growth of UC-associated colorectal cancers, as
demonstrated in murine studies previously.
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