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The role of Glycolipids on the pathogenesis of inflammatory bowel disease.
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As a result of comparin? the expression of GM3 in the inflamed and
non-inflamed sites of normal colon mucosa and ulcerative colitis obtained from surgical specimens by
the HPTLC method, GM3 expression was enhanced in the inflamed site mucosa of ulcerative colitis. It
was also found that LacCer expression was increased in the ulcerative colitis inflamed mucosa,
while HexCer expression was decreased, and that HexCer was also decreased in the non-inflamed site
as compared with the normal mucosa. These results suggest that gangliosides are also altered in
non-inflamed areas, that is, they are involved in the very early stages of pathogenesis.
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