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The Kyushu Okinawa Maternal and Child Health Study (KOMCHS) is an ongoing
prospective prebirth cohort study that investigates risk and preventive factors for maternal and
child health problems such as oral health. Of total of 1757 pregnant women participated in the
baseline survey of the KOMCHS. Follow-up surveys were carried out after birth, around 4 months
postpartum, 1 to 8, 10 and 11 years postpartum. Information was mainly obtained through
questionnaires which were completed by mothers.
There was no statistically significant association between perinatal smoking exposure and the number
of teeth at 1 year old. Also, pre and postnatal smoking exposure was not associated with the risk
of dental caries at 3 years. Further studies are planning to clarify the association between
environmental factors including dietary factors and risk of dental caries in children.
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