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Future Japanese dentists should be ready to face challenges brought about by
globalization. Competitiveness among the professions has become tight and this i1s true for
professions not just in Japan but around the world. This grant addressed this concern through a
discussion forum of representatives from Japan®s 29 dental schools. A consensus was made which
consisted of motivating Japanese dental students towards a global mind and standardizing the
Japanese National Dental Board Examination according to global standards while maintaining the

highest Japanese standards.
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This grant follows the first grant on globalizing dental education in Japan through the
development of a core curriculum for the Dental English course. The core curriculum was
approved by consensus. However, representatives from Japan’s 29 dental schools found that
there was still a need to motivate students to have a global perspective and a need to
standardize the national licensure exams to a global level. Thus, the current grant was

proposed to address these concerns.

The aim of the current grant was to provide programs to motivate dental students to become
globally competent dentists and to assess the feasibility of standardizing the national dental
licensure examination to a global level. Currently, only 1 or 2 questions in the board exams

are in English.

Apilot survey was conducted to dental students of 6 dental schools around the world to assess
how standardized the Japanese and US dental board exams are. Two discussion forums were
planned in the proposal but due to lack of funding, only one was organized. We invited
Japanese and international dentists and students to share their views on being a global

dentist, in Japan and abroad.



Discussions were focused on student’s and teacher’s cognitive behavior, motivation, and
dental education. It was recommended that dental faculty members, start using English in
their dental school and start worldwide contributions by taking small steps and by sharing
their global contributions to their students. Likewise, leaders of Japanese dental education

should start assessing the effects of the national dental board exams to future dentists.
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The final phase of the Global Dentist Initiative is being proposed and submitted for review to KAKEN but it has not yet been approved. It"s such
a waste if reviewers have different subjective opinions on the project. The proposal was given an A last year and a C this year. Same proposal

but different scores...
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