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1/We have elucidated the characteristics of nursing competency, i.e., the
abilities that nurses must acquire. 1/We then graphically represented the process of nursing
competency acquisition using Interpretive Structural Modeling.
Competency acquisition begins with "Risk management™ and ends with "Supportive interpersonal
relationships" and "Continuous learning." "Risk management™ is acquired first and involves providing
nursing care with an awareness of one™s own behavioral tendencies to avoid making mistakes. "
Supportive interpersonal relationships™ and "Continuous learning” are achieved at the end of the
process. Whereas the former involves the ability to provide nursing care in an ideal relationship

with the patient, the latter involves maintaining and improving competency as a nursing professional
for future career advancement.
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