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Development of risk assessment scale of elder abuse high risk family when the
patients discharge
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A pilot survey of nurses at medical facilities revealed the need for early
assessment of patients at risk of elder abuse. This is because assessment at the time of hospital
discharge is too late for early intervention even or not hospitalized patient’ s condition is
serious enough.

Therefore, an interview survey was conducted with emergency room nurses. The results indicated that
they could not be certain about the risk of abuse because of their inability to assess the home
situation of transported elderly patients, making it impossible for them to intervene. To address

this issue, a questionnaire survey was administered to medical staff and ambulance crew. As a
result, 17 items were extracted that could be observed by the paramedics in a short time and that
constituted essential information that medical institutions would like to obtain. These items were
used to develop an assessment chart for primary screening of high-risk families.
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