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Challenges in providing comprehensive ongoin? support to penal institution
inmates with health issues including tuberculosis

Kawasaki, Ryoko
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With respect provision of support for patients with tuberculosis under the
Infectious Diseases Act, it was found that effectiveness of the interviews conducted by public
health nurses in the penal institution were limited regarding understanding the information
necessary for providing support, for daily life after release from the penal institution. On the
other hand, public health nurses at public health centers had little experience collaborating with
regional residential support centers and did not have a clear understanding of their functions.
Comprehensive ongoing support for patients with tuberculosis can be achieved by promoting
collaboration and cooperation not only with penal institutions, the public health centers in the
regions to which released detainees return, welfare departments of local municipalities, regional
residential support centers, and other institutions that play an important role in establishing a

foundation for living a productive life after release.
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