©
2017 2019

Establishment and Deepening the Concept of "Disaster Culture™ as a key to the
door to mitigate disaster damages

YAMAZAKI, Tomoko
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Regarding a disaster as a series of processes from predictin? to warning,
impact and restoration, we carried out research mainly in Sanriku. We found local cultures in which
disaster response skills have been built up and developed over time. Some, such as school songs
etc., are deeply embedded in daily life. Research on the areas struck by typhoons after the
2011-tsunami has shown the vulnerability of the process of restoration. This indicates that disaster
culture should be reviewed at each stage of the disaster processes. In order to encourage recovery
in those disaster-affected areas, we propose an integrated learning approach, "Disaster Learning”,
to overcome community challenges and mitigate the risks posed by disaster. We trialed model lessons
in schools in Sanriku and Thailand. Lastly, we have established a new academic society to integrate
insights from various aspects of disaster culture and published its journal entitled "Research on

Disaster Culture."
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School teachers play a role of creation and succession of Disaster Culture
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