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This research is an extension of the Charrette Workshop (CWS) programs that
the research team has been conducting in Noda Village, Iwate Prefecture since immediately after the
Great East Japan Earthquake as part of their support research activities. The aim of the study is to

build a participatory program for sustainable regional empowerment through ongoing external
involvement and exchanges between disaster-stricken areas for small rural communities exposed to
repeated natural disasters and population decline.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we were forced to significantly limit the students” gathering at the
CWS and visits to the disaster-stricken mountainous areas in Nepal. But the extension of the grant
period has enabled us to build a long-standing relationship of trust with Noda Village and the
surrounding communities and to proceed with considering a program that is suited to the local
conditions.
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