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Diversity and possibilities of Maasai®s "positionings” regarding tradition
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The Maasai are one of the most globally known ethnic groups in Africa, but
their image is still being a people strongly attached to their tradition, not accepting modern
development. In reality, the Maasai people are actively adopting themselves to Western and modern
development. On the other hand, they understand the image of Maasai that outsiders have of them and
try to benefit from development assistance by saying and doing things in accordance with that image.

In this study, | investigated such behavior, or "positions,” of the Maasai people in southern Kenya
using the sport event of the Maasai Olympics as a case study. Consequently, it was revealed that
the practice of "positioning” by Maasai people has been increasing in diversity, but it has not
necessarily led to the acquisition of benefits as they expect.
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