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This study examines the role of music in the formation of the modern state
of Belgium. It focuses on how conservatory directors and other music theorists re-organized the
public professional music education system at the Royal Conservatory of Brussels and the Royal
Conservatory of Antwerp. Through a detailed analysis of the actions, philosophies, and musical
thought of conservatory directors, it describes how the two conservatories were founded on
particular ideals(be they nationalist, cosmopolitan and so forth) in which the common heritage of
Flanders interacted with new national policies.
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