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A Case Study on the Relationship between Travel and Painting in the Jiangnan
Region of 16th and 17th Century China

Uematsu, Mizuki
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The Ming dynasty of China, from the 16th to the 17th century, was a period
of great interest in travel among literati against a background of economic prosperity. This study
focuses on painters from Suzhou in Jiangnan region, a city that led the economy and culture of the
time. Through close analyses of existing works by representative Suzhou painters such as Xie
Shichen, Wen Jia, and Wen Boren, as well as related historical documents, this study specifically
clarifies the interests in travel held by literati in the Ming dynasty from the standpoint of
painting history research.
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