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A Study on War Dramas of Kabuki in Meiji Era - With A Focus on Satsuma Rebellion
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War dramas based on Satsuma Rebellion that staged soon after the rebellion
were emphasized as news-matter with strong topicality, and paid attention to the usage of military
uniforms and Sino-Japanese vocabulary. It can be said that they were emphasized to be as realities
of the rebellion, and kabuki had played a role as news media at the time. However, the
characterization of Saigo had changed greatly since the extinction of war dramas based on Satsuma
Rebellion as trendy productions around the middle of the 1890' s. The reason is that the
characterization of Saigo inherited from the early years of Meiji era was no longer acceptable since
the bronze statue of Saigo in Ueno had been finished, which showed the influence of the powerful
visual image on theatre productions clearly.
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