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In this research, we focused on the distribution and acceptation of foreign
literature around Japanese naturalist Tayama Katai and his colleagues at the turn of the 20th
century. Both by the macro-level research on the international distribution of literary works and
the micro-level research on the lending and borrowing of books between writers, the situation of
collective acceptation of world literature around Katai have been elucidated. We conclude that the
influences from Russian authors like Tolstoi, Dostoievskii, and Merejkovskii are especially
important to the genesis of Japanese naturalist literature.
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