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For the purpose of reconsidering the significance of literature at Kamigata
after the cultural metropolis having been shifted to Edo and, we analyze, by targeting illustrated
books for the main theme of our research, the actual circumstances of producing works, the invention

and development of book patterns, the art and taste for novels used by the writers, and the
relationship with the current of Kamigata literary circles. We revealed the facts that the
description of historical events in “ zue-mono” (illustrated books) by Akisato Rito are faithfully
based on the realities, and that there are certain conceptions and attempts at editing books which
are not necessarily pursuing creativity. We can find some features of that age in these phenomena.
We also revealed high adaptability of the patterns of illustrated books to various types of other
publications, and the interaction with the activities of the literary world demonstrating literary
backgrounds in their works.
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