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This study aims at examining African American writers® adaptations of
Caribbean literature and ideas and considering the transnational aspects of their creative sources
of fiction about African Americans by focusing on fiction based on African American version of The
Tempest. In particular, the paper on African American version of Shakespeare®s canonical play in
John Edgar Wideman®s Philadelphia Fire reveals how he utilizes the hyperbolic images of black
masculinity represented by his version of Caliban to imply the difficulties he had in communicating
with his imprisoned son and describing the dysfunction of the father-son relationship. This study
also develops into a comparative study of William Faulkner and Garcia Marquez, examining the
question of cannibalism that derives from the West Indies.
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