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This study examined Valery' s early poems by transcribing, translating, and
classifying their manuscripts, including many unpublished pieces. It also explored the relations
between his first poetry and his later works, as well as his interactions with friends and
contemporaries in his youth (especially Louys and Mallarme), showing that, contrary to the
conventional image of Valery as a classical poet who went against the contemporary current, his
early poems include innovative attempts in line with the general movement of French poetry at the
end of the 19th century.
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