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Nominative-Genitive Conversion and language change in progress: A
psycholinguistic study
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Several diachronic corpus studies have demonstrated that Nominative-Genitive

Conversion (NGC) in Japanese has declined in frequency in the last century. This study aimed to
clarify whether and in which way this language change is currently in progress, primarily focusing
on the intergenerational differences in the acceptability of Nominative/Genitive subject sentences
in Japanese. The results of more than five web-based surveys, each including hundreds of native
speakers of Japanese, show that younger speakers are less likely to accept Genitive subjects in
various syntactic environments, with no such intergenerational differences for Nominative-subject
sentences. These findings suggest that the language change underlying NGC is still in progress, in
that Genitive subjects are permitted under increasingly limited conditions. Further, this study
revealed a positive correlation between print exposure and the acceptability of NGC.
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