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A corpus-based semantic-syntactic analysis of the co-occurrence of motion verbs
and path expressions in German
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This research project empirically examined the co-occurrences of German
motion verbs and path expressions. Targeting not only base verbs that express types of motion but
also particle verbs that lexicalize motion paths, this study investigated their co-occurrence with
specific path expressions and the possible combinations of path expressions. Differentiation of the
meanings of particle verbs that lexicalize PATH (transit point), asymmetries of SOURCE and GOAL, and

the behavior of motion verbs and the relevance of path expressions in diathesis alternations (e.g.,
free datives and passives) were examined, showing that path expressions that serve to indicate the
aspect of motion events contribute relevantly to the interpretation of sentences and constraints on
possible sentence constructions.
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