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Macro-sociolinguistic study of honorifics adoption affected by speaker-®s
attributes
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We conducted a research on the usage, acquisition, and change of Japanese

honorifics. We accumulated an extended data on Japanese honorifics and proposed a new hypothesis. A
comparative analysis was conducted on materials from the Okazaki Survey on Honorifics, a large-scale

longitudinal survey conducted by the National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics, and
the new survey that succeeded it. The following results were obtained. (1) There are two patterns of

intra-speaker age-related change in Japanese honorifics: "late adoption™ and "early adoption,”™ and
which pattern each individual exhibits is related to speaker®s attributes. (2) The use of "
respectful™ and "humble" forms, i.e., honorifics for the person in a sentence, has been decreasing
over the survey period. (3% Applying the above results to honorific education for foreign learners
of Japanese, we analyzed the learners® knowledge, misuse, and problems with honorifics.
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