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An empirical and qualitative study of the combinatory patterns in Japanese
lexical compoud verbs
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This study examines the combinations of verbs that can form lexical compound
verbs in Japanese, using empirical research based on corpus data and quantitative research based on
the results of the empirical research. The results show that the meaning of verbs contains
information about "related events"”, which includes the means of causation, the purpose and reason of
an agentive action, the cause of a nonagentive action, the manner of a motion/action, the result
and presupposition of an action, co-occurring events, etc. This study also shows that lexical
compound verbs in Japanese are formed based on the information about related events, and what kinds
of verbs cannot be compound verbs, and what combinations do not exist. Furthermore, by comparing it
to other languages such as Chinese, this study shows that the representation of complex events
differs according to the different templates (constructions) and typological motivations.
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