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This research aims at exploring parallelism between Japanese case markers
and English prepositions, both of which cannot co-occur with phonetically null elements. Although
nominative and accusative case markers in Japanese can be optionally omitted, case marker drop is
obligatory when the host is a null element such as pro. In addition, English relative pronouns can
be either wh-words or null operators, but they cannot be null operators when they are complements of

prepositions. To explain these phenomena, I have proposed that Japanese case markers and English
prepositions are weak heads that cannot provide labels without sharing Case features, and that null
elements lack the features. | have also explained why a that-clause can be the subject of a
pseudopassive sentence in English while it cannot be the object of a preposition in the active by
formulating Reanalysis under Pair-Merge.
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(1-(6)
1) a
b 0 0 (9 )
(2 a { 10}
b. pro{* /0}
(3) a. the man [to whom I spoke]
b. *the man [to who | spoke]
c. the man [whom I spoke to]
d. the man [who I spoke to]
e. *the man [to Op (that) | spoke]
f. the man [Op (that) I spoke to]
(4) a. *John insisted on that you be here on time. (Inada 1981: 127)
b. John insisted that you be here on time. (Rosenbaum 1967: 83)
c. That you be here on time was insisted on by John. (ibid.)
d. *That you be here on time was insisted by John. (ibid.)
(5) a. Itisimpossible for Bill to win at roulette. (Hornstein 1999: 92)
b. *It is impossible Bill to win at roulette.
(6) a. *Itisimpossible for PRO to win at roulette.
b. Itis impossible PRO to win at roulette.
1), (2a) (2b)
pro (3c, d, f)
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whom Op
who
(4a) (4c) (4b) (4d)
(5a) (6b)
PRO for PRO
for for PRO
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(Chomsky 2013, 2015)
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Donati and Cecchetto (2011) wh N D
(3¢) D whom N man
DP [whom man] CP
man CP NP
the Donati and Cecchetto (3f) wh
N D N
(33) PP Op
(3e)
Cecchetto and Donati (2015) that that
D that DP
N D that C CP
(3e) that
N D (that ) [the men {that/*those}



(e, f) Op who
whom (3a, b)
{to, whom} {to,
who}
(3e) {to, Op}
(3c, d) to
wh who  whom (3f)
Op C (predicative) (Rizzi 1990)
(4)
Tanigawa (2018) that DP CP that
DP that
insist PP CP (4b) (4d) that
CP CP (4d)
(4a,c) that DP
(4a) that that
(4c) that
(4c) P DP (Set-Merge) P
\ (Pair-Merge) v P
P DP 9
(9) a | talked to John and Bill about themselves/each other.
b. * I talked to themselves/each other about John and Bill.
c.?? | talked about John and Bill to themselves/each other.
d. * | talked about themselves/each other to John and Bill.  (Jackendoff 1990: 431)
PP DP PP DP
c P
\ PP DP V Chomsky (2008)
\ DP VP 9) PP DP
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