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The Influence of Top-down Processing on Spoken Word Recognition During the
Development of English Listening Comprehension
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The results of the first survey with two learners with similar levels of

proficiency showed that the effect of top-down processing tended to be stronger in learners who were
more likely to use strategies that utilize background knowledge. The following research with a
larger sample size revealed that (1) the effect of top-down processing was less small for high and
low proficiency learners, but relatively strong for intermediate learners, and (2) the higher the
proficiency level in English and the stronger the orientation toward strategies that utilize
grammatical knowledge, the more the effect of top-down processing tended to be pronounced. The fact
that the proficiency level of the participants in this study was mainly in the TOEIC score 450-600
point range suggests the need for a survey targeting a wider range of proficiency levels.
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