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This study examines the Ottoman Empire’ s policy of settling Turkic and
Kurdish nomads in northern Syria from the end of the 17th century to the beginning of the 18th
century. It focuses on Kurdish and Turkmen nomadic groups subjected to a special taxation system in
the Uskudar/Scutari district of Istanbul. Under this system, the nomadic groups were taxed In a
fashion similar to the wagf (a trust system based on Islamic law). | elucidate the impact of this
settlement policy on the contemporaneous Ottoman Empire as well as the modern-day Anatolian and
Syrian regions. Through this study, 1 highlight the historical context in the Middle East and
neighboring regions around the turn of the 18th century and clarify how multi-cultural,
multi-lingual, multi-denominational societies were historically formed in the Middle East before
coming to be considered "nations" in the modern era.
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