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This project analyzed the poor relief system and the problem of ?overty in
18th- and 19th-century Beijing, the capital of the Qing dynasty. The Qing dynasty was reluctant to
develop a medical system, so its administrative and financial costs for medical care were not great.

It set up public sector initiatives for the relief of the poor, distributed foods and clothing
during the winter, provided care for the poor, and supported philanthropists in the private sector.
For example, Pujitang received financial support from the Qing dynasty. Governmental support also
created an opportunity for additional governmental intervention. The Jiaging Emperor ordered an
inspection of the typical private sector, including the Pujitang, to strengthen the governance of
Beijing.
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