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When Christianity became an authorized religion of the later Roman Empire,
Christians were confronted with a new demand of social roles within the empire. In this project, I
investigated Church Histories and Canon law collections to fathom the extent to which Christian
Church had adjusted itself to a new role in the Roman Empire. Church Histories were written under
the influence of doctorinal disputes on the orthodoxy. In this political context, | ascertained that
some technics of classic historiography were deployed to enhance the legitimacy of a party.
Furthermore, the investigation of Canon collections shows that in the fourth to fifth centuries,
Christians amalgamated their resolutions with those of the preceding orthodox councils while in the
later period they got more aware of individualities of church councils which had determined canons.
This implies that the doctrinal concern of the early centuries ceded to the demand of reference in
the daily practice.
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