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The purpose of this project is to provide a new perspective on human
diffusion and prehistoric cultural boundaries in the western Pacific island region through material
culture. The objective of the study was to present a transitional figure of prehistoric Mariana
Islands shell artifacts and to discuss the background of this transition.

As a result of this research, 39 excavation sites were identified in the Mariana Islands. The
results of this study indicated that the shell artifacts and artifacts from sites in the Mariana
Islands were collected and categorized to identify the chronological trends of shell tools and
ornaments. The results indicated that the composition of shell artifacts changed during two distinct

Eeriods: Phase | (1500-1000BC) and Phase V (AD1000-1521). These changes are likely to be related to
uman migrations, exchanges, and trade activities during these periods.
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