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This study compares shrimp production system in Indonesia with that in Japan
from the perspective of the interaction of humans, nature, and technology. This study focuses on 1)
the eco-shrimp production system (ESPS) in Indonesia and 2) the recirculating aquaculture system
(RAS) in Japan. ESPS uses local knowledge and is embedded in ecological conditions. But it does not
simply represent a return to traditional farming because scientific knowledge also forms a part of
the production network for the sake of shrimp viability improvement. Human actors’ behaviors are
embedded in a relationship with natural environment while applying a mix of local and scientific
knowledge. RAS depends on scientific technologies much more in order to control water purity and the
survival rates of shrimp. As it is hard to completely detach production networks from nature, RAS
seeks to develop and incorporate more sophisticated scientific technologies to control the natural

conditions within its facilities.
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