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Cultural Anthropological Study of "Biocultural Diversity" as the Contact Zone of
Scientifi and Indigenous Knowledge in Contemporary India

Nakazora, Moe
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This research aimed at critically examining what happens in the contact zone

of scientific and indigenous knowledge, focusing on a project on "biocultural diversity” in India.
By considering "scientific knowledge/indigenous knowledge™ not as a '"system" but as an unstable
situated "practice” that is generated in a specific place, | tried to clarify "what is produced” in
the process of negotiation of multiple knowledge. In the course of my research, it became clear that

India®s efforts on "biocultural diversity" are closely related to the recent lawsuit to grant
juridical status to the Ganges River, so | conducted ethnographic research on this project as well.
The achievement of this research has published as my monograph, "The Anthropology of Intellectual
Property Rights" and several journal articles and book chapters in English.
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Public engagement of Japanese anthropology?: From a young scholar®s perspective
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Making and un-making of new biosocial subject?: “ Folk”
contemporary India

Ayurvedic knowledge and intellectual property rights in
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Postcolonial’ nature-cultures in translation: Databasing biodiversity and bio-cultural diversity in India.
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Experimenting with Folk Medicines: Medicinal Plants as Intellectual Property in India
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Local Health Traditions: Plurality and Marginality in South Asia ("Making "Pluralistic" Health
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