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The Role of Residential Communities in Local Government: A Comparative Study

ITAMOCHI, Kengo
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Residential communities play some public roles which local authorities
traditionally have been doing. Some condominiums in the United States, for example, have their own
roads, parks, utilities and other infrastructure and levy money for such facilities and services
from unit-owners in the community. They can legally have collective decision-making structures to
bind objecting, minority unit-owners. This can be regarded as a variant of local government.

This project aims to research laws and practices of such residential communities by comparing Japan,
the United Kingdom and the United States. Each jurisdiction has its own legal rules for the
communities, partly because of the difference in general property law. For example, a community can
bind the new homeowner who purchases a home therein to pay periodical assessments in the US; whereas
in the UK they cannot do the same thing by allocating freeholds to the members so they have been
using leaseholds, though some push the reform.
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