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Reception of Western law through Dutch studies in Japan in the 19 century.
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This study comprehensively collected dictionaries, history books, and legal
codes of Western countries which were tried to be translated by scholars of Dutch learning in Japan
around the 19 century, as well as their translations. In this study, | compared and analyzed these
texts to examine how the concept of modern law should be formed in Japan. This research revealed
that in Japan at the time, there was a tendency to grasp the word “ citizen” and its implication,
which indicate the status relation related to rights and duties in Western countries, in the context

of the person to be governed. It was also confirmed that some scholars of Western studies tried to
organize the concept of the Western trial system through Oriental thought.
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