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The purpose of this study is to explain why and how self-defense forces
emerged in different parts of Mexico in the midst of harsh drug war violence. From a theoretical
standpoint, participation of people is puzzling, if we consider the high-risk nature of its
activities. This study points out conditions, such as the ineffectiveness and corruption of local
authorities and the marginal economic development, under which participation would be practically
the only option that people could choose. The case study of Michoacan®s self-defense forces further
dﬁscribes how structural conditions, resource and flaming effects contributed to the expansion of
the movement.
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