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This study investigated the question of how the authoritarian regime in
Russia is sustained from both the regime®s and the public"s perspectives. From the regime®s point of
view, we found that the constitutional amendments have strengthened the presidential power and that
this is justified on the grounds of "national stability”. From the public®s point of view, by
analyzing the results of elections and opinion polls, we found that Putin®s support base has been
changing after the Ukrainian Crisis.
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