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This research demonstrates that many of those seemingly Chinese assertive policies to Japan is
probably the reflection of Chinese domestic politics, rather than derived from an aggressive foreign
strategy. This research may help avoid misperception between Chinese and Japanese society.

The research finds an apparent foreign-domestic linkage existed in Chinese

foreign policy to Japan between 2010 and 2015. This research project compares Hu Jintao's policy and
Xi Jinping's policy to Japan in two difference crisis occurred in 2010 and 2012 respectively. It
finds that domestic strength of the two individual leaders within the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
directly linked to the orientation of China™s Japan policy. Xi was relevantly strong in Chinese
domestic politics since 2012 compared to Hu in 2010, which lead to a relatively restrained policy to
Japan and eventually directly linked to the China-Japan top leader summit during APEC summit in
2014. From theoretical perspective, China has always been regarded as a "tough™ case for theory
testing and theory falsification. This study also demonstrates the applicability of foreign-domestic
linkages theory in IR study on understanding the foreign policy of non-democratic country.
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Of the foreign policy relationship of People’s Republic of China (PRC), Japan has always been
considered as the most sensitive foreign policy issue area by China’s leaders that needed to be prudently
handled. As Susan Shirk, a senior China specialist in the United States, rightly points out that, for
Chinese leadership, Japan is the most sensitive and emotional issue in China’s domestic politics.
According to the existing literature, China’s Japan policy in the post-Cold War era has often been
viewed as driven by nationalist sentiments and well-calculated foreign strategy against Japan. Existing
literature on the subject most often assumes that China’s Japan policy has been influenced by anti-Japan
nationalism and guided by a unified, well-calculated foreign strategy to Japan. These views, however,
overlook the impact of the black box of Chinese domestic politics on its Japan policy, and fail to explain
why China sometimes favors a cooperative policy toward Japan in certain issue areas but sometimes not.
In the past several years, academic investigations on China-Japan relations tend to argue that China and
Japan, the two tigersin East Asia, is about to engage into another round of direct military confrontation.
This prediction (or forecasting), however, never happened in the past several years since 2014. The first
round of China-Japan top leader summit realized in November 2014 in Beijing, and then the second
round in April 2015 in Indonesia. The third round of Sino-Japanese top leader summit was held in
Hangzhou in September 2016. In March 2015, China and Japan started to build diplomatic channels to
communicate with each other over the island disputes. Why the Chinese leadership was willing to
negotiate with Japan since 2014? Why military confrontation between China and Japan did not breakout
as most analysts anticipated in early 20127

The purpose of the research is to present an alternative interpretation of China’s Japan Policy
between 2010 and 2015 from a foreign-domestic linkages perspective. Existing literature on the subject
most often assumes that China’s Japan policy has been influenced by anti-Japan nationalism and guided
by a unified, well calculated foreign strategy to Japan. By examining several cases in the bilateral
relations since 2010, this research intends to investigate China’s Japan policy by highlighting the
domestic legitimacy of Chinese leadership and domestic political rivalry within China.

Due to relatively small number of cases between 2010 and 2015 in Sino-Japanese relations, qualitative
method is employed and cases can be examined in detail and contextual richness can be retained. In
order to demonstrate my interpretation, comparisons with other competing explanations through
“controlled comparative case study” will be conducted. A controlled comparative case study involves the
logic of “the method of agreement” and “the method of difference”. It involves a comparison of a set of
cases that share similarities and differences. “The method of agreement” involves a comparison of cases
with different general characteristics and similar outcomes. A condition present in both cases can be
regarded as possibly causally associated with the case outcome. “The method of difference” involves a
comparison of cases with similar general characteristics and different outcomes. A condition present in
both cases cannot account for the difference in case outcomes. Conditions that are not present in both
cases can be regarded as possibly causally associated with the variance of case outcomes. By applying
these research methods, the research narrow down the number of alternative explanatory factors that
influence China’s Japan policy and facilitate the empirical checking of explanation from a small number
of cases.

A controlled comparative study does have its limitations, as variations between the cases might be
caused by other unknown factors. The method of “process tracing” is also employed in this study as
well for reconciling this methodological problem. The method of “process tracing” allows for a great
number of observations within a limited number of cases or even a single case. It involves a congruence
procedure of multiple within-case observations. The method of “process tracing” explores the chain of
events by which initial case conditions are translated into case outcomes. The cause-effect link is
unwrapped into small steps and the researcher looks for observable evidence of each step to test the
hypothesis. Evidence revealed in the sequence of the events and the testimony of actors over their
decisions can be regarded as a cause of a given response. This method is applied to all cases in this
proposed study. In each case, the detailed process of Sino-Japanese interaction will be reviewed. firstly.
Then, for the sake of clarity, competing or conventional explanations are summarized. | will also discuss



why those explanations are inadequate to explain China’s Japan policy over the certain issue. Finaly, |
present my interpretation based on the logic of the foreign-domestic linkages approach and
well-designed comparison. In particular, | intentionally compare two similar crises took place in Hu and
Xi's term in 2010 and 2012 respectively, and demonstrate why two leaders responded to two crises
differently.

The research finds an apparent foreign-domestic linkage existed in Chinese foreign policy to Japan
between 2010 and 2015. This research project compares Hu Jintao's policy and Xi Jinping's policy to
Japan in two difference crisis occurred in 2010 and 2012 respectively. It finds that domestic strength of
the two individual leader within the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) directly linked to the orientation
of China's Japan policy. Xi was relevantly strong in Chinese domestic politics since 2012 compared to
Hu in 2010, which lead to arelatively restrained policy to Japan and eventually directly linked to the
China-Japan top leader summit during APEC summit in 2014. From theoretical perspective, “China” has
also been regarded as a tough case for theory testing and theory falsification. By contragt, this study
demonstrates the applicability of foreign-domestic linkages theories in IR study to understand the
foreign policy of non-democratic country.

In addition, this research project also finds that the similar political logic also works in the Japanese
aspect as well, particularly during the Abe administration since 2012.
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