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In this research, I tried to capture the fiscal effects of "the Law Relating
to the Financial Soundness of Local Governments™ on Japanese local public finance. | targeted four
indexes newly introduced by the law, and focused on the differences between before and after the
law. 1 also analyzed the local public finance just before the municipal merger that were supposed to
strengthen the financial foundation. These results were published in peer-reviewed journals, for
example Regional Science and Urban Economics.
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