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This research project explored how the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki are represented in the Southeast Asian countries in order to consider the globalization of
the memory of atrocity. A study on historical exhibitions and textbooks about the period of the
Japanese occupation of Singapore from 1942 through 1945 shows there are ambivalent attitudes in
Singapore toward the nuclear catastrophes. On the one hand, the atomic bombings of Japan mainly
symbolize the end of Japanese occupation and the liberation of people in Singapore. On the other
hand, in a few cases they imply the suffering of ordinary people due to the nuclear weapons.
The project also examined how Japanese organizations try to educate people in the world about the
suffering of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It seems that their focuses and aims may vary depending on the
organizations and their targets.
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