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This research contributed to greater understanding of conservative and nationalist activism. The
findings of this research were published internationally, as a book and open-access journal article
(which is available online for free).

) _ Data gathered and analeed as part of this research Ero'ect has been
presented at international conferences and workshops. 1 also published a book (Japan®s Nationalist
Right in the Internet Age, Routledge, UK, 2021) and an international journal article.
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1. [ ]

The spread of Information Communication Technology (ICT) has led to new forms of cultural and
media production, including ICT-mediated political activism. In both Japan and the United,
nationalist and conservative groups have used ICT and internet media to organize activist
campaigns. There was very little research on this topic, and thus no major consensus about how
these groups mobilize and motivate participants.

2.1 ]

This research project aimed to increase the understanding of internet-mediated conservative
activism in Japan and the United States. To this end, research was conducted on the media and
publications produced and disseminated by these groups. It also aimed to gain a better
understanding of why people consume conservative media online and participate in activist
campaigns.

3. ]

Although the original research plan called for qualitative interviews as a methodology, the
unwillingness of subjects to be interviewed led to changes to the methodology. As a result, part of
the data analyzed was gathered through interviews (for the American subjects), while other
methodologies — non-participant ethnographic observation and media analysis, were added (for
the Japanese subjects). The focus of the research was thus slightly altered to adapt to the
methodological difficulties encountered.

4. [ ]

The findings of the research can be summarized as follows:

1) Activists made skilled use of social media and internet videos to spread political messages
and organize activist campaigns. This combination of offline and online events included
protest marches, petition signing, boycotts, distributing pamphlets, and organizing boat
journeys to disputed islands.

2) Activists used online media to explain the successes and failures of activist campaigns in
narratives that stressed the importance of grassroots participation and drew on power
shared symbols within the referential ecology of their community.

3) Recent policy changes by YouTube and other internet content platforms have broadened
the definition of unacceptable “hate speech” and caused the censorship or banning of
many conservative/right oriented content creators. This has had a major impact on
activists, who have taken measures to avoid censorship and de-platforming. | argued that
some of them were carefully moderating their messaging so that they could survive within
this new environment.



4) Some participants in these movements are genuine believers in the ideological missions of
activist organizations. Others, particularly the American internet users | interviewed, were
a mix of serious ideology-believers and individuals who were less concerned about
ideology and more concerned about degenerating disruption online.

The results of the research were disseminated through the presentation of 5 papers at
international conferences/workshops, the publication of 1 international journal article, and 1

research monograph. In addition, a book chapter about American online activism is set to be
published in late 2021 or early 2022.
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