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Many disadvantaged youth in the United States are suffering from a profound
"civic empowerment gap", which is a widespread marginalization of those youth from civic engagement
and civic education. This research focuses on how state government and district office can help
reduce this gap through their institutional and policy-based supports. Through a case study of the
state of Illinois and Chicago Public Schools, it became clear that they tackle with the severe
problem of civic empowerment gap through multi-dimensional support. While state government creates
and supports a new mandate, well-designed civics course, district office and other agencies help
schools make a school-wide environment so that students can learn citizenship throughout their
school life. It was implied through our school-site visit that this kind of multi-dimensional
approach could be effective.
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—Beth C. Rubin
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Education for Democracy and Citizenship in the United States:

In a Time of Inequality and Social Division

78

2019

59

2019

53

2018




14

2017

2018

132

2018

144




