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ASD support for children returning home after evacuation due to the Fukushima
nuclear incident following the Great East Japan Earthquake
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We administered questionnaire aconcerning “ mental health and support
needs” survey to children with developmental disabilities who were evacuated after the Fukushima
nuclear accident following the Great East Japan Earthquake and their guardians. Forty-six families
(46 guardians/56 children) participated in the survey for three consecutive years. For comparison,
4ﬁ unevacuated families (44 guardians/51 children) living in Fukushima inland areas participated in
the survey.

We found that environmental factors associated with children’ s difficulties depended on the each
year : in 2017, the difficulty was “ neighborhood/local support” , in 2018, “ ease of school
facility use” /* support within the home” , and in 2019 “ daily life noises” . The results also
suggested the importance of support for the guardians, not just for the children
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