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Assessing extinction risk of parasites: a new approach using existing host
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Parasites account for large portion of biodiversity on the earth and have an
important role in ecosystems. Nowadays, various organisms on the earth are endangered, and their
parasites might also be in danger of extinction. In this study, by examining more than 10,000
existing natural history specimens of hosts (fishes) stored in museums, | revealed the changes in
the presence, prevalence, and distribution of targeted parasitic isopods and demonstrated the
possibility that the parasites had already become extinct.
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